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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Kesteven  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  year  1941.  It  is  again  abbreviated  in 
the  interests  of  economy  and  National  security  and  by  the 
heavy  demand  imposed  by  war  conditions  upon  the  time  and 
energies  of  the  Health  Department’s  Staff. 

It  will  be  noted  that  for  the  third  year  in  succession  the 
Birth  Rate  has  increased.  The  Death  Rate  of  12.24  per 
thousand  population  is  a  reduction  on  the  previous  year’s 
figure,  and  compares  favourably  with  that  for  the  country  as 
a  whole. 

Apart  from  a  small  epidemic  of  Measles,  there  is  nothing 
of  note  to  report  regarding  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  there  has  been 
no  appreciable  deterioration  of  the  health  of  the  County  under 
war  conditions.  This  may  appear  somewhat  surprising  as 
adverse  social  conditions,  viz.  : — black-out,  overcrowding, 
industrial  fatigue  and  migratory  movements  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  have  occurred.  On  the  other  hand,  economic  conditions 
have  improved,  and  the  consequent  improved  standard  of 
living,  coupled  with  the  rational  war-time  diets  due  to  ration¬ 
ing,  are  in  my  opinion,  largely  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  population. 

The  year  was  marked  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  S.  E. 
Morris,  M.B.E.,  in  August,  1941,  after  a  long  period  of  service 
as  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  for  the  County  of  Kesteven 
and  County  Superintendent  of  District  Nurses  in  Kesteven 
and  Holland.  Miss  Morris  rendered  most  valuable  service  to 
the  cause  of  Public  Health  and  District  Nursing  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  and  her  work  was  characterised  by  a  wide  knowledge  of 
nursing  and  a  sympathetic  outlook  towards  nurses  and 
patients  alike. 

The  Civil  Defence  Medical  Services  continued  to  develop 
and  details  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  Report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  C.  CLARKE 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

County  Offices,  Sleaford,  Lines. 

December,  1942. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  the  Administrative  County  (in  acres)  .  .  463,505 

Population  (Census  1921)  ..  ..  ..  108,237 

Population  (Census  1931)  ..  ..  ..  110,360 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  1941)  113,430 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  .  .  25,456 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  . .  27,590 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  25,823 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931)  27,845 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1941)  .  .  .  .  £513,094 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1940-41  .  .  £1,981 


Live  Births  :  M.  F. 

Legitimate  885  864 

Illegitimate  51  59 

Stillbirths  : 

Legitimate  34  25 

Illegitimate  2  1 


Deaths :  742  646 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : 

No.  of 
deaths 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  4 

From  other  Puerperal 

causes  7 


Rate  per  1,000  of  esti¬ 
mated  population  : 
16.39.  (Rate  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  :  14.2) 

59  Rate  per  1,000  of  esti- 
3  mated  population  : 
0.55.  (Rate  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  :  0.51) 
Rate  per  1 ,000  births— 
live  and  still  :  32.27 

1388  Rate  per  1,000  of  esti¬ 
mated  population  : 
12.24.  (Rate  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  :  12.9) 


Rate  per  1,000  total  ( live 
and  still)  births 
2.06  (England  &  Wales  0.48) 

3.61  (England  &  Wales  1.75) 


>  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Total 

1749 
III) 


Total 


5.67  (England  &  Wales  2.23) 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

England  and 


Kesteven 

W  ales 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

45.84 

59.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti¬ 
mate  live  births 

45.86 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births 

45.45 

_ 

Chief  Causes  of  Death,  1941 

Rate  per  1,000 

Cause  of  Death 

No.  of 

of  est.  pop. 

Deaths 

Kesteven 

Heart  Disease 

297 

2.62 

Cancer 

183 

1.61 

Intra-Cranial  vase,  lesions 

165 

1.45 

Violence  (Accidental) 

128 

1.13 

Bronchitis 

72 

0.63 

Pneumonia 

51 

0.45 

Circulatory  Diseases  (other  than 
Heart  Disease) 

38 

0.34 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

36 

0.32 

Digestive  Diseases  (other  than 
Appendicitis) 

34 

0.30 

Congenital  Mai.  Birth  In j .  Infant  Dis. 

30 

0.26 

Nephritis 

29 

0.26 

Birth  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  a  gradual  increase  during  the  past 
three  years — viz.,  14.81  in  1939,  15.91  in  1940,  and  16.39  in 
1941. 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  Section  203  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  totalled  1,437 — 1,158  by  midwives 
and  279  by  doctors  and  parents,  consisting  of  1,359  live  births 
and  78  still-births. 

Death  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  of  12.24  shows  a  reduction  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  year’s  figure  of  13.72,  and  compares  favourably  with 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (12.9). 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  45.84  shows  a  decline  on 
the  1940  figure  (47.78)  but  is  still  higher  than  the  low  rate  for 
1939,  which  was  41.71. 

Social  Conditions 

Kesteven  is  predominantly  an  agricultural  county.  No 
noteworthy  change  has  occurred  in  the  number  of  trades  and 
industries  established  in  the  area,  but  employment  has  re¬ 
mained  at  a  satisfactory  level. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Public  Health  Staff 

A  list  of  the  Department’s  Staff  appears  on  page  3. 
During  the  year,  Miss  S.  E.  Morris,  resigned  her 

appointment  of  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Non- 
Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives,  after  a  long  period  of  valuable 
service.  The  only  other  alterations  were  two  changes  in  the 
whole-time  health  visiting  staff. 

Laboratory  Service 

The  Laboratory  arrangements  were  as  stated  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1939. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ordinary  ambulance  facilities  in  the  County  remained 
as  stated  in  my  previous  reports.  The  emergency  service 
which  was  organised  in  connection  with  the  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Services  was  referred  to  in  detail  in  my  last  Report. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  County  Council  have  no  scheme  providing  for  general 
nursing  in  the  home.  This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  various 
District  Nursing  Associations,  ali  of  which  are  affiliated  to  the 
Lincolnshire  Nursing  Association. 

There  were  43  District  Nurse  Midwives  employed  by  36 
Nursing  Associations  in  Kesteven  during  1941,  of  whom  22 
acted  as  Infant  Health  Visitors,  Tuberculosis  and  School 
Nurses. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 

There  were,  on  31st  December,  1941,  15  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  maintained  or  subsidised  by  the  County  Council,  and 
full  details  were  set  out  in  my  last  Report. 

School  Clinics 

The  County  Council  provides  four  School  Clinics,  as 
follows  : — 

Beaconfield,  Grantham 

Lafford  House,  Sleaford 

The  Clinic,  Stamford 

The  Clinic,  North  Street,  Bourne. 
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Besides  medical  inspection  and  advice,  dental  treatment, 
the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  and  remedial  treatment  for 
orthopaedic  defects  are  also  given.  In  addition,  the  Orthopaedic 
and  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  attend  as  often  as  required,  to  see 
cases  referred  to  them. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries 

Two  Dispensaries  are  provided — one  situated  at  Water¬ 
gate,  Grantham,  is  open  each  Saturday  from  10  a.m.  to  12 
noon,  and  the  other  at  Lafford  House,  Eastgate,  Sleaford, 
which  is  open  every  Monday  from  9  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Diseases 

There  is  one  Treatment  Centre  in  the  County,  and  this  is 
situated  at  13  Elmer  Street,  Grantham  :  it  is  open  on  Thurs¬ 
days  from  9  to  10.30  a.m.  for  women,  and  11  a.m.  to  12  noon 
for  men.  Patients  may  also  receive  advice  and  treatment  at 
out-county  Clinics  at  Lincoln,  Nottingham,  Ketton  and 
Peterborough. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Details  of  the  15  Centres  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
County  Council  were  set  out  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1940. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  total  number  of  children 
who  first  attended  these  Centres  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  were  under  one  year,  was  511,  and  between 
1  and  5  years  of  age,  191. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  during  1941 
was  (a)  under  one  year  of  age,  630  ;  ( b )  over  1  and  under  5 
years  of  age,  1,107. 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics 

The  County  Council  has  provided  no  Clinics  for  this 
branch  of  the  Maternity  Services.  Midwives,  however, 
examine  all  booked  cases  and  may  refer  cases  presenting 
any  abnormality  to  a  medical  practitioner.  Under  this 
special  arrangement  417  expectant  mothers  were  examined 
ante-natally  by  medical  practitioners,  and  185  post-natally. 
This  scheme  continues  to  prove  of  great  value,  and  51  abnor¬ 
malities  were  found  at  these  examinations. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

The  arrangements  for  the  orthopaedic  treatment  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age  remained  the  same  as  in 
previous  years,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  1941  : — 
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New  cases  added  to  Register  during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  51 

Cases  discharged  and  removed  from  Register  during  year  15 

Cases  under  regular  treatment  during  year  . .  .  .  .  .  28 

Cases  under  regular  supervision  during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Attendances  at  Clinics  by  patients  during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  367 

Treatments  given  during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  588 


The  classification  of  the  disabilities  was 

as  follows 
New 

Cases 

Old 

Cases 

Rickets 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

3 

Paralysis  other  than  Poliomyelitis  (i.e.,  spastic)  .  . 

3 

— 

Flat  Foot 

3 

2 

Other  Foot  deformities 

13 

1 

Postural  deformity 

— 

3 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  deformities 

15 

6 

Non-Tuberculous  adenitis 

3 

1 

Tuberculosis — adenitis 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis — joints 

1 

1 

Delicate  children  (for  Ultra-Violet  Ray  treatment) 

11 

1 

'  Seven  patients  (included  above)  received  in-patient 
hospital  treatment — 6  old  cases  and  1  new  case. 

The  number  of  children  wearing  special  boots,  etc. 
was  13. 


Dental  Treatment 

Expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five 
years  may  receive  conservative  treatment  by  arrangement, 
bnt  this  part  of  the  Scheme  should  be  further  developed  when 
conditions  permit. 

Health  Visiting 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  home  visits  paid  by 


the  Health  Visiting  Staff  : — 

First  visits  to  expectant  mothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  531 

Total  visits  to  expectant  mothers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2,246 

First  visits  to  children  under  one  year  of  age  .  .  .  .  1.311 

Total  visits  to  children  under  one  year  of  age  .  .  .  .  6,380 

Total  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  15,064 


Child  Life  Protection 

At  the  end  of  11)41,  there  were  on  the  Register  24  foster 
mothers,  having  28  children  in  their  care. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  expectant  or  nursing  mothers 
and  II  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  admitted  to  the 
Grantham  Hospital  under  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The 
mothers  included  4  cases  of  Abortion,  3  Caesarean  operations, 
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and  1  each  of  the  following — Toxaemia,  Miscarriage,  Breech, 
A.P.H.  and  Sterilisation.  The  average  length  of  stay  was 
14  days. 

The  children  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

6  cases  of  enlarged  Tonsils  and/or  Adenoid  growths  (for  operation) — 

average  length  of  stay — 5  days. 

2  cases  of  Prematurity — average  length  of  stay — 24  days. 

1  case  of  Cleft  Palate — length  of  stay — 4  days. 

1  case  of  Talipes — length  of  stay — 32  days. 

1  case  of  A.P.M. — length  of  stay — 55  days. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  arrangements  were  made  for 
37  expectant  mothers  to  be  admitted  to  other  Maternity 
Homes  and  Hospitals,  including  25  (10  Evacuees  and  15  wives 
of  Service  men)  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Emergencj7  Maternity 
Home  at  Retford. 


Midwives 

There  were,  at  the  end  of  1941,  52  midwives  practising 
in  the  County,  and  these  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Employed  by  Voluntary  Associations  .  .  . .  43 

Employed  by  Local  Authority  in  institutions  .  .  6 

In  private  practice  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

One  thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  cases  were 
attended  during  the  year  by  these  midwives  : — 

As  Midwives — 894  domiciliary  and  27  in  institutions. 

As  Maternity  Nurses — 141  domiciliary  and  2  in  institutions 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
totalled  425 — -410  domiciliary  cases  (358  for  mother  and  52  for 
child)  and  15  cases  in  institutions. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supervision  of  midwives  remain 
as  before,  except  for  the  resignation  of  Miss  S.  E.  Morris, 
M.B.E.,  which  has  already  been  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this 
Report.  The  number  of  visits  for  routine  inspections  paid  by 
Miss  Morris  and  Miss  Hughes  during  the  year  was  131. 

The  following  additional  statistics  relating  to  the  work 
of  the  midwives  in  the  County  may  be  of  interest  : — 

No.  of  cases  attended,  no  doctor  having  b 
No.  of  these  mothers  who  were  primiparse 
No.  of  Miscarriages 
No.  of  Maternal  deaths 
No.  of  Ante-Natal  visits 
No.  of  visits  paid  to  midwifery  patients 
No.  of  Maternity  cases  attended 
No.  of  visits  paid  to  Maternity  cases 


en  engaged 


897 

231 

12 

3 

6,637 

15,396 

439 

8,765 
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MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES 

The  arrangements  for  the  registration  of  nursing  homes  as 
required  under  sections  1S7  to  1 1)4  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1030,  continue  as  before.  There  were  four  nursing  homes  on 
the  register  on  31st  December,  1041,  providing  for  six  mater¬ 
nity  patients  and  fourteen  others. 

Four  visits  of  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Exemptions  from  registration  were  made  in  respect  of  one 
cottage  hospital  and  two  general  hospitals. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938 

On  1st  January,  1042,  there  were  484  cases  (234  males  and 
250  females)  on  the  Register,  compared  with  401  the  previous 
year. 

Of  this  number,  72  (41  males  and  31  females)  were  under 
Statutory  Supervision,  140  (74  males  and  72  females)  cases 
were  in  institutions,  22  (10  males  and  12  females)  were  “  on 
licence  ”  from  institutions  and  2  men  were  under  guardian¬ 
ship,  whilst  3  additional  patients  (2  male  and  1  female)  were 
in  “  places  of  safety.” 

The  Lincolnshire  Joint  Board  for  the  Mentally  Defective 
is  responsible  for  institutional  provision  for  the  care  of  Mental 
Defectives  in  Lincolnshire.  The  various  institutions  admin¬ 
istered  by  this  Board  are  graded  to  suit  the  classification  of 
patients. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Two  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirteen  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  were  received  during  the  year  under 
review,  compared  with  1,210  in  1940,  and  355  in  1939.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
were  not  made  notifiable  until  October,  1939,  and  these  two 
diseases  account  for  the  large  increases.  Measles  rose  from 
290  cases  in  1940,  to  1,625  in  1941,  but  there  was  only  one 
death  from  this  disease. 

The  Notification  Rates  per  1,000  civilian  population  were 
as  follows  : — 


Typhoid  fever  .  . 
Para-typhoid  fever 
Cerebro-spinal  fever 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Smallpox 
Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia 


County  of 

England, 

Kcstcven 

and  Wales 

0.04 

0.03 

0.09 

0.16 

0.25 

1.32 

1.47 

3.57 

4.39 

0.43 

1.25 

0.19 

0.30 

14.33 

10.33 

0.92 

1.25 
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A  table  showing  the  distribution,  etc.,  of  the  notified 
cases  will  be  found  on  page  22  of  this  Report. 

The  particulars  of  the  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
notified  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Cases 

Vision 

unimpaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Notified 

Tre 

At  Home 

ated 

Hospital 

Vision 

impaired 

Deaths 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  figures  show  the  position  of  the  County  as 
regards  existing  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1941  : — 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary  Total 

Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total  Cases 
204  203  407  102  107  209  616 


Details  of  the  new  notifications  and  of  the  deaths  from 
this  disease  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Age  Period 

New  Notifications 
including  Supplemental 
Return 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 —  5  years 

— 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5 — 15 

2 

— 

3 

6 

1 

— 

I 

2 

15—25 

12 

11 

2 

2 

1 

25—35 

10 

7 

4 

4 

1  13 

13 

2 

3 

35 — 45 

11 

7 

2 

1 

1 

45—55 

8 

2 

i 

— 

l  6 

1 

i 

55 — 65 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

i 

— 

— 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

46 

30 

18 

16 

22 

14 

6 

6 

The  110  new  cases  notified  (70  pulmonary  and  34  non- 
pulmonary)  compare  with  95  (53  and  42)  during  1940  and 
115  (71  and  44)  in  1939. 

The  total  number  of  patients  on  the  Dispensary  Registers 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  322  pulmonary  and  177  non- 
pulmonary.  The  number  of  patients  who  attended  the  dis¬ 
pensaries  was  360,  and  they  made  543  attendances. 


Arrangements  were  made  for  150  X-ray  examinations  to 
he  carried  out,  and  170  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined 
by  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Department. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  remained  the  same  as  in 
previous  years,  and  83  patients  received  institutional  treat¬ 
ment  under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  Kesteven 
cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  during  1941,  at  the  various 
Treatment  Centres  : — 


Gran¬ 

tham 

Peter¬ 

borough 

Ketton 

Notting¬ 

ham 

Total 

Syphilis 

9  (S) 

-  (1) 

1  (2) 

-  (-) 

10  (11) 

Soft>  Chancre 

—  (— ) 

-  (— ) 

—  (— ) 

-  (— ) 

-  (-) 

Gonorrhoea 

32  (25) 

3  (— ) 

1  (— ) 

3  (-) 

39  (25) 

Non-venereal  conditions 

27  (22) 

1  (2) 

5  (1) 

1  (1) 

34  (26) 

Total  New  Cases 

68  (55) 

4  (3) 

7  (3) 

4  (1) 

83  (62) 

Total  number  of 

1099 

220 

97 

68 

1484 

attendances 

(1553) 

(161) 

(134) 

(11) 

(1859) 

Note. — Figures  in  brackets  indicate  corresponding  figures  for  1940. 


It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  new  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  at  the  Grantham  Clinic. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

A  consignment  of  1,100  pork  pies  manufactured  in  the 
County  was  found  to  contain  bacilli  of  the  botulinus  group  : 
fortunately  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred.  The  matter 
was  investigated  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  could  ascertain  no  source  of  con¬ 
tamination —  in  fact,  conditions  at  the  factory  concerned  were 
very  satisfactory. 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  E.  Moore,  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  a 
most  useful  report  upon  the  activities  of  his  Department, 
extracts  from  which  are  given  (in  italics)  under  the  appro¬ 
priate  headings. 

Milk  and  Dairies.  Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
for  biological  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli, 
all  of  which  proved  negative. 
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“  During  the  year  1941  a  routine  examination  of  all  the  herds 
producing  milk  for  sale,  either  wholesale  or  retail,  in  Kesteven  was 
carried  out  by  a  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry.  Each  herd 
was  visited  on  two  occasions,  but  herds  containing  two  cows  or  less 
were  not  examined.  During  the  previous  two  years  such  herds 
were  examined,  but  no  case  of  Tuberculosis  or  any  other  condition 
likely  to  affect  the  milk  was  discovered.  A  total  of  753  herds  were 
visited,  and  6,284  cattle  examined.  Four  clinical  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  found  and  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 
Very  few  cases  of  Mastitis  or  other  conditions  likely  to  affect  the 
milk  were  found,  and  the  health  of  the  stock  generally  was  of 
a  very  high  standard.  A  very  high  proportion  ( over  95%)  of  the 
herds  in  the  County  are  self-contained ,  that  is  they  are  replenished 
by  stock  bred  on  the  premises  and  not  by  purchased  cows.  It  is 
considered  that  a  bi-annual  examination  of  such  herds  is  ample.” 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  ‘‘During  the  year  70  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  were  reported.  Of  these,  27  were  found  to  be 
affected  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order,  and  were  slaughtered.” 

‘‘No  official  complaints  regarding  tuberculous  milk  supplies 
were  received  during  the  year.” 

Anthrax  Order,  1938.  ‘‘Two  outbreaks  of  Anthrax 
occurred  during  the  year.  In  each  case  only  one  animal  was  in¬ 
volved,  and  the  carcase  was  promptly  dealt  with  under  the  Order.” 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938. 

Fifty-nine  Accredited  Licences  and  2  Tuberculin  Tested 
Licences  were  renewed  on  1st  January,  1942,  compared  with 
59  and  5  respectively  on  1st  January,  1941. 

Seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination — all  proving  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Grantham  Municipal 
Borough  in  respect  of  retailing  and  bottling  establishments 
was  2,  and  35  samples  were  taken,  of  which  30  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  5  unsatisfactory. 

“  Accredited  Herds.  During  1941  a  quarterly  clinical 
examination  of  215  herds  licensed  for  the  production  of  Accredited 
milk  was  carried  out,  the  total  number  of  cows  examined  was 
4,792  :  one  animal  showing  clinical  symptoms  of  Tuberculosis 
was  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  Mastitis  was 
prevalent  in  a  very  small  number  of  the  herds,  but  generally 
speaking,  very  few  conditions  likely  to  affect  the  milk  were  dis¬ 
covered.  The  health  of  the  cattle  generally  was  very  high,  but  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  some  herds  suffered  from  lack  of  feeding 
stuffs  and  the  stock  was  in  rather  a  low  condition.” 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  Herds.  The  usual  statutory  tests  of 
T.T.  herds  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  only  in  one  case 
were  any  reactors  discovered.  These  were  immediately  isolated.” 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  County  Council 
administers  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  analysis  of 
food  and  drugs  throughout  the  County  with  the  exception 
of  the  Borough  of  Grantham,  to  whom  the  powers  have  been 
delegated. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analysts 
during  1941  was  32(5,  the  details  being  as  follows 


Milk  .  187 

Bread  . .  . .  . .  7 

Butter  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Cheese  . .  . .  . .  3 

Coffee  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Cocoa  . .  . .  . .  5 

Confectionery  . .  . .  3 

Flour  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Flour,  self-raising  . .  5 

Jam  .  1 

Tea  . .  . .  . .  5 

Sugar  .  .  .  .  . .  8 


Beer  . .  . .  . .  8 

Lard .  2 

Lard  compound  .  .  1 

Margarine  .  .  .  .  4 

Potted  meat  .  .  .  .  1 

Sausage  . .  . .  4 

Vinegar  .  .  .  .  2 

Wine  .  .  .  .  1 

Whiskey  .  .  .  .  1 

Drugs  .  .  .  .  18 

Other  articles  . .  40 


'  Thirtv-one  samples  of  milk  and  one  each  of  pork  sausage, 
mustard,  coffee  and  egg  powder  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 
The  Table  on  page  23  sets  out  the  action  taken  in  these 
unsatisfactory  samples. 


CIVIL  DEFENCE 

This  subject  was  fully  dealt  with  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1940.  Individual  and  collective  training  of  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Services  Personnel  continued  throughout  the  year, 
and  the  services  participated  in  local  County  Exercises  and  the 
Regional  Competition  for  First-Aid  Parties. 

Civil  Nursing  Reserve.  An  interesting  experiment 
was  carried  out  in  the  first  half  of  1941,  by  the  holding  of 
Keep-Fit  Classes  at  the  four  large  urban  centres  in  Kesteven. 
The  classes  were  held  by  physical  training  instructors  under 
the  general  direction  of  Miss  J.  M.  Campbell,  County  Physical 
Training  Instructor.  The  main  object  of  these  classes  was 
to  maintain  the  general  interest  and  physical  fitness  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  during  a  lull  in  enemy  air 
raid  activity. 

From  the  reports  of  the  instructors  the  classes  were  a 
marked  success.  One  instructor  reported  as  follows  : — “  The 
members  were  very  sorry  when  the  course  was  completed,  and 
made  numerous  requests  that  it  should  be  continued  even 
through  the  summer.  The  members  are  all  adults,  mostly 
middle-aged,  and  do  not  attend  clubs  such  as  Tennis  and 
Badminton,  where  they  might  get  the  exercise.  Therefore 
they  derive  great  benefit  from  these  Keep-Fit  Classes,  which 
they  enjoy  with  friends  of  their  own  age  and  sex,  thus  avoiding 
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any  self-consciousness  sometimes  felt  by  older  people  due  to 
inability  or  lack  of  energy.” 

Voluntary  First-Aid  Posts  and  Points.  In  addition 
to  the  five  Official  First-Aid  Posts,  three  Official  Mobile 
First-Aid  units,  and  twenty-two  First-Aid  Points  provided  by 
the  Government,  it  was  possible  for  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  voluntarily  to  undertake  first- 
aid  training  of  large  numbers  of  persons  in  the  rural  districts. 
It  was  also  possible  to  obtain,  through  voluntary  effort, 
suitable  premises  as  dressing  stations  and  a  wide  range  of 
first-aid  equipment.  As  a  result,  seventy  unofficial  First- 
Aid  Points  have  been  organised,  many  of  which  can  be 
staffed  by  medical  practitioners,  trained  nurses  and  trained 
personnel. 

This  movement  to  provide  the  rural  districts  with  vol¬ 
untary  Aid  Post  services  has  given  a  substantial  degree  of 
additional  protection  to  rural  communities  in  Kesteven. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  First-Aid  Points  which  have  been 
established  : — 

Official 


Bassingham 

Market  Deeping 

Osbournby 

Metheringham 

Rippingale 

Ruskington 

North  Hykeham 

Castle  Bytham 

Ropsley 

Heighington 

Stamford  (2) 

Caythorpe 

Navenby 

Martin 

Ancaster 

Billingborough 

Billinghay 

Colstenvorth 

Corby 

Heckington 

Unofficial 

Long  Bennington 

West  Deeping 

Beckingham 

Kirkbv  Green 

Dowsby 

Bracebridge  Heath 

Great  Hale 

Thurlby 

Branston 

Leasingham 

Morton 

Carlton-le-Moorland 

Cranwell 

Edenham 

Aubourn 

South  Rauceby 

Folkingham 

Brant  Rd.,  Wadding- 

North  Rauceby 

Pointon 

ton 

Swaton 

Little  Bytham 

Washingborough 

Timberland 

Baston 

Waddington 

Scopwick 

Toft 

Skellingthorpe 

Digby 

Witham-on-the-Hill 

Doddington 

Helpringham 

Harlaxton 

Potterhanworth 

An  wick 

Great  Gonerby 

Nocton 

Threekingham 

Barrowby 

Swinderby 

Ewerby 

North  Witham 

Welbourn 

Kirkby-la-Tliorpe 

South  Witham 

Wellingore 

North  Ivy  me 

Fulbeck 

Dunston 

South  Kyme 

Ingoldsby 

Thorpe-on-the-Hill 

Wilsford 

Stubton 

Leadenham 

East  Heckington 

Foston 

Norton  Disney 

Scredington 

Great  Ponton 

Harmston 

Burton  Pedwardine 

Little  Ponton 

Coleby 

Dogdyke 

Aisby 

Dyke 

Chapel  Hill 

Blankney 

Walcot 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  work  of  the  Kesteven  Blind  Society  has  been  carried 
on  as  in  previous  years.  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Cyril  Grecnall, 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Society,  for  the  following  Report 
upon  the  work  during  the  last  nine  months  of  1941. 


New  cases  registered  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Deaths  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  8 

Inward  transfers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Total  number  of  registered  Blind  Persons 

on  31st  December,  1941  .  .  .  .  197 


One  hundred  and  six  cases  are  receiving  regular  allowances, 
eleven  of  which  are  chargeable  to  other  authorities. 

The  youngest  case  on  our  Register  is  10  years  of  age  and  is  attend¬ 
ing  a  special  school.  A  youth  with  defective  sight,  who  will  probably 
become  eligible  for  registration,  is  being  trained  at  the  Royal  Midland 
Institutions,  Nottingham. 

In  spite  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials,  all  our  Home 
Workers  have  been  kept  employed. 

A  wireless  set  has  now  been  supplied  through  the  British  Wireless 
for  the  Blind  Fund  to  every  blind  person  in  the  area  who  wished  to 
have  one.  The  Society  pays  the  whole  or  part  of  the  cost  of  high- 
tension  batteries  as  required. 

A  Flag  Day  at  Stamford  realised  over  £59,  a  Whist  Drive  and 
donations  at  The  Deepings  £16  Is.  6d.,  and  other  efforts  on  behalf  of 
the  Society  have  been  arranged  by  the  North  Kyme,  South  Kyme  and 
Kirkby-la-Thorpe  Women’s  Institutes,  also  in  the  villages  of  Hough- 
on-the-Hill  and  Carlton  Scroop.  A  legacy  of  £50  was  also  received 
and  £5  from  Grantham  Rotary  Club  :  in  addition,  £5  from  Messrs. 
Sharp’s  Pea-room  employees,  £1  5s.  Od.  from  the  Grantham  Co¬ 
operative  Guild,  and  other  smaller  sums.  The  fact  that  we  were 
refused  a  Flag  Day  in  Grantham  for  the  second  year  in  succession  was 
a  serious  loss  to  our  blind  people. 


(Signed)  SUSANNAH  GREENALL 
Hon.  Secretary 


Table  I. — -Vital  Statistics,  1941 
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Registrar  General’s  figure  for  calculation  of  birth  rates  :  other  figures  for  calculation  of  infant  mortality  rates 

are  also  supplied. 
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"able  II. — Showing  for  Each  District  the  Number  and  Causes 

of  Death  during  1941 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Bourne 

U.D. 

Grantham 

Borough 

Sleaford 

U.D. 

Stamford 

Borough 

Aggregate 

E.  Kesteven 
R.D. 

N.  Kesteven 

R.D. 

S.  Kesteven 

R.D. 

W.  Kesteven 

R.D. 

Aggregate 

TOTALS 

Typhoid  and  pa  rat.  fevers 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

o 

5 

Scarlet  fever 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

T 

4 

Tub.  of  resp.  system 

1 

8 

3 

6 

18 

2 

6 

6 

4 

18 

36 

Ot’nyr  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

i 

2 

1 

4 

8 

12 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

i 

_ 

3 

4 

6 

Influenza 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

i 

3 

_ 

6 

10 

17 

Measles 

Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

enceph. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

oesoph.  (M)  Uterus  (F) 
Cancer  of  stomach  and 

1 

11 

2 

2 

16 

i 

6 

4 

1 

12 

28 

duodenum 

— 

5 

— 

6 

11 

5 

4 

2 

4 

15 

26 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

1 

3 

9 

2 

2 

i 

3 

8 

17 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

6 

24 

11 

9 

50 

14 

16 

19 

13 

62 

112 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

1 

2 

7 

4 

3 

3 

3 

13 

20 

Intra.  Cran.  vase,  lesions  .  . 

S 

40 

5 

12 

65 

21 

34 

18 

27 

100 

165 

Heart  disease 

in 

54 

18 

20 

102 

59 

52 

39 

45 

195 

297 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  sys. 

2 

14 

— 

3 

19 

4 

3 

4 

8 

19 

38 

Bronchitis 

9 

9 

5 

10 

26 

14 

17 

6 

9 

46 

72 

Pneumonia  .  . 

3 

13 

4 

7 

27 

6 

5 

9 

4 

24 

51 

Other  resp.  dis. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duo- 

— 

4 

2 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

17 

denum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of 

1 

3 

i 

1 

6 

i 

1 

— 

3 

5 

11 

age . 

— 

2 

i 

1 

4 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

6 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

10 

11 

Other  dig’ve.  dis. 

1 

8 

— 

3 

12 

7 

6 

4 

5 

22 

34 

Nephritis 

— 

5 

3 

1 

9 

8 

1 

8 

3 

20 

29 

Puer.  and  post  abort. sepsis 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

4 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

3 

6 

7 

Prem.  birth 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant. 

1 

4 

4 

1 

10 

4 

2 

— 

5 

11 

21 

dis. 

1 

6 

— 

7 

14 

3 

7 

4 

2 

16 

30 

Suicide 

— 

4 

— 

— 

! 

— 

9 

9 

2 

6 

10 

Road  traffic  acc. 

1 

8 

1 

3 

13 

17 

5 

5 

3 

30 

43 

Other  violent  causes  .  . 

3 

53 

— 

3 

59 

9 

6 

5 

6 

26 

85 

All  other  causes 

8 

36 

5 

17 

66 

23 

36 

25 

16 

100 

166 

ALL  CAUSES 

54 

327 

74 

127 

582 

215 

228 

173 

190 

806 

1 388 

Rural  and  Urban  Districts,  1941 

(excluding  Non-Civilians) 
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Table  IV. — 'Causes  of  Deaths  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  1941 


Table  V. — Action  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1938,  in  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  1941 


No.  of 

Report  of 

Sample 

A  rlicle 

Public  A  nalyst 

Action  taken 

A. 65 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  3% 

Warned 

(informal) 

(informal) 

Pork  Sausage 

Deficient  in  pork 

Warned 

A.  28 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  15% 

Explanation  from  pro- 

ducer  was  accepted. 
Further  samples  proved 

genuine 

1162 

(informal) 

1163 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  3.33% 

Warned 

(informal 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat  3.33% 

Warned 

IB. K.  133 

Milk 

6%  Extraneous  water 

No  action  taken 

B.K.134 

Milk 

28%  Deficient  in  fat 

Fined  £1 

B.K.J35 

Milk 

38%  Extraneous  water 

Fined  CIO 

B.K.136 

Milk 

42%  Extraneous  water 

Fined  £10 

B.K.137 

Milk 

29%  Extraneous  water 

Fined  /10 

■S.K.606 

Milk 

3%  Deficient  in  fat 

No  action  taken 

B.K.155 

Milk 

6%  Deficient  in  fat 

No  action  taken 

B.K.156 

Milk 

27%  Deficient  in  fat 

Fined  10/- 

;S.K.625 

Mustard 

Compound  mustard 

No  action  taken 

•S.K.613 

Milk 

5%  Deficient  in  fat 

No  action  taken 

•S.K.616 

Milk 

26%  Deficient  in  fat 

Case  dismissed 

•S.K.623 

Milk 

5°0  Deficient  in  fat 

No  action  taken 

B.K.15 

Milk 

1 1  %  Deficient  in  fat 

Fined  10/- 

B.K.21 

Milk 

1 1  %  Deficient  in  fat 

Case  dismissed 

■S.K.626 

Milk 

10%  Deficient  in  fat 

Case  dismissed 

:S.K.628 

Milk 

19%  Deficient  in  fat 

Case  dismissed 

B.K.36 

Milk 

15%  Deficient  in  fat 

Fined  £1 

B.K.47 

Milk 

16%  Deficient  in  fat 

Fined  10/- 

B.K.48 

Milk 

34%  Deficient  in  fat 

Fined  10/- 

B.K.69 

Milk 

44%  Extraneous  water 

Fined  £10  and  21/-  costs 

B.K.78 

Milk 

26%  Deficient  in  fat 

Case  dismissed,  4/-  costs 

B.K.82 

Milk 

33%  Extraneous  water 

Fined  £10  and  21/-  costs 

S.K.652 

Milk 

4%  Deficient  in  fat 

Warned 

'S.K.665 

Milk 

24%  Extraneous  water 

Warned 

•5.K.667 

Milk 

3J%  Extraneous  water 

Warned 

•3.K.650 

Coffee 

40%  Chicory 

No  action  taken 

•S.K.655 

Egg  Powder 

Egg  Substitute  Powder 

No  action  taken 

IB.  K.  104 

Milk 

10%  Deficient  in  fat 

Warned 

5.K.691 

Milk 

6%  Extraneous  water 

Case  dismissed 

o.K.717 

Milk 

7%  Extraneous  water 

Case  dismissed 

